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7.     DE TROIT RIVER

(1) Chart Da tum, De troit River.–Depths and ver ti cal clear -
ances un der over head ca bles and bridges given in this chap ter are
re ferred to the slop ing sur face of the river cor re spond ing to a
Lake St. Clair stage of 572.3 feet (174.4 me ters) and a Lake Erie
stage of 569.2 feet (173.5 me ters) above mean wa ter level at
Rimouski, Que bec, on In ter na tional Great Lakes Da tum 1985
(IGLD 1985), which el e va tions are the planes of Low Wa ter Da -
tum for the two lakes. (See Chart Da tum, Great Lakes Sys tem, in -
dexed as such, chap ter 1.)

(2) Gen eral de scrip tion.–De troit River is about 32 miles
long from De troit River Light at its mouth in Lake Erie to Wind -
mill Point Light at the head of the river at Lake St. Clair.
(3) The lower part of the river is broad and is filled by many

is lands and shal low ex panses. The river banks in this part are
more flatly slop ing than those in the up per river. The river bot tom 
is gen er ally earth and boul ders, ex cept for a sec tion of bed rock
and boul ders about 6 miles N of the lower end of Bois Blanc Is -
land. Ex ten sive rock ex ca va tion and dredg ing have been nec es -
sary to pro vide chan nels for deep-draft ves sels.
(4) The up per 13 miles of the river is a sin gle deep chan nel,

ex cept at its head where it is di vided by Peach Is land and Belle
Isle. The river banks in this stretch are quite steep, and the bot tom 
is earth.
(5) Ca na dian Wa ters.–Once up stream of De troit River

Light, the In ter na tional Bound ary ei ther par al lels the main
ships chan nels of the De troit River, or lays within the same. For a
de tailed de scrip tion of the Ca na dian shore line/fa cil i ties in the
De troit River con sult Ca na dian Sailing Di rec tions CEN304,
Chap ter 1, De troit River
(6) Chan nels.–Two dredged chan nels lead from Lake Erie to

the mouth of De troit River. East Outer Chan nel, a two-way pas -
sage, ex tends NNW from the lake to De troit River Light. West
Outer Chan nel passes W of the light and pro vides a pas sage for
ves sels of mod er ate draft bound for Mon roe or To ledo.
(7) Above De troit River Light, lower Living stone Chan nel is

a two-way pas sage to the junc tion with Amherstburg Chan nel.
From the junc tion, the two chan nels ex tend N to the junc tion with 
Ballards Reef Chan nel, Amherstburg Chan nel for upbound traf -
fic and Living stone Chan nel for downbound traf fic. Ballards
Reef and Fighting Is land Chan nels lead from the up per junc tion
of Amherstburg and Living stone Chan nels to the N end of
Fighting Is land. From here, nat u ral deep wa ter can be car ried to
the up per end of Belle Isle, thence a dredged chan nel leads to
Lake St. Clair.
(8) The chan nels through the river are well marked by lights

and buoys.
(9) An chor age.–Nu mer ous sub merged pipe lines and ca bles

are in De troit River. Ves sel mas ters are ad vised to ex er cise cau -
tion when com ing to an chor in the river.
(10) Fluc tu a tions of wa ter level.–Each year the nor mal sea -

sonal fluc tu a tions pro duce a dif fer ence of about 2 feet be tween
the high est and low est monthly mean lev els in the river. How ever, 
strong E or W winds can raise or lower, re spec tively, the wa ter
lev els in the W end of Lake Erie and in the lower De troit River by
as much as 6 feet within 8 hours. At mo spheric pres sure changes
may cause tem po rary wa ter level fluc tu a tions of 1 foot or more.

(11) On the 5th and 20th of each month the Dis trict En gi neer,
Corps of En gi neers, De troit, pub lishes a bul le tin of the pre dicted
range of wa ter lev els. (See ap pen dix for ad dress.)
(12) Wa ter level in for ma tion for the Gibralter area may be ob -

tained by con tact ing De troit Coast Guard Group on VHF-FM
chan nel 16. The in for ma tion is given in whole inches above or
be low chart da tum. In ad di tion, De troit Group at the be gin ning of 
the sched uled ra dio broad cast no tice to mar i ners (see sched ule in
the ap pen dix) in cludes this in for ma tion.
(13) Cur rents, De troit River.–The fol low ing cur rents are

based on the av er ages of wa ter flow through the en tire cross sec -
tion of the river, that is, from bank to bank and from the sur face to 
the bot tom dur ing nor mal wa ter flow con di tions. Nor mal wa ter
flow con di tions are en coun tered when there is no wind, Lake St.
Clair is at a stage of 573.9 feet (174.9 me ters), and the lower De -
troit River (Lake Erie) stage is 571.0 feet (174.0 me ters) above
mean wa ter level at Rimouski, Que bec, on In ter na tional Great
Lakes Da tum 1985 (IGLD 1985), that is 1.6 feet (0.5 me ter) and
1.8 feet (0.5) me ter) above their re spec tive Low Wa ter Da tums.
The cur rent en coun tered at mid stream is usu ally about 1.5 times
the av er age ve loc ity. Greater ve loc i ties may be ex pected when
the dif fer ence be tween the lake lev els is greater, or when lake
stages are higher.
(14) Cur rents for the fol low ing lo ca tions on the De troit River

are given at high wa ter flow of 210,000 cu bic feet per sec ond
(cfs), me dium wa ter flow of 184,000 cfs, and low wa ter flow of
170,000 cfs, re spec tively.
(15) Living stone Chan nel Up per En trance Light: 0.8 mph (0.7

knots), 0.7 mph (0.6 knots), and 0.7 mph (0.6 knots)
(16) Fighting Is land Chan nel North Light: 1.5 mph (1.3 knots), 

1.5 mph (1.3 knots), and 1.4 mph (1.2 knots)
(17) 1.7 miles be low the Am bas sa dor Bridge: 1.6 mph (1.4

knots), 1.4 mph (1.3 knots), and 1.3 mph (1.2 knots)
(18) Lower end of Belle Isle: 1.4 mph (1.2 knots), 1.3 mph (1.1 

knots), and 1.2 mph (1.0 knot)
(19) Peche Is land Light: 1.5 mph (1.3 knots), 1.4 mph (1.2

knots), and 1.2 mph (1.1 knots).
(20) Weather, De troit River and vi cin ity.–De troit, MI, is lo -

cated near the west shore of Lake Erie and in the south west ern
part of the state on a rather large isth mus of land that sep a rates
Lake Erie from Lake Hu ron. Within this isth mus lies the De troit
river which not only acts as a nat u ral bor der be tween On tario and
Mich i gan, but also serves to con nect Lake Erie with Lake St.
Clair. De troit av er ages about 12 days each year with max i mum
tem per a tures in ex cess of 90°F (32.2°C). July is the warm est
month with an av er age high of 83°F (28.3°C) and an av er age
min i mum of 62°F (16.7°C). Jan u ary is the cool est month with an
av er age high of 31°F (-0.6°C) and an av er age min i mum of 16°F
(-8.9°C). The high est tem per a ture on re cord for De troit is 104°F
(40°C) re corded in June 1988 and the low est tem per a ture on re -
cord is -21°F (-29°C) re corded in Jan u ary 1984. About 133 days
each year ex pe ri ence tem per a tures be low 32°F (0°C) and an av -
er age 14 days each year re cords tem per a tures be low 5°F (-15°C). 
Ev ery month has seen tem per a tures be low 40°F (4.4°C) ex cept
July (ex treme min i mum of 41°F (5°C) re corded in July 1965)
and ev ery month ex cept June, July, and Au gust has re corded tem -
per a tures be low freez ing (0°C).
(21) The av er age an nual pre cip i ta tion for De troit is 32.2 inches 

(818 mm) which is fairly evenly dis trib uted through out the year.
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Pre cip i ta tion falls on about 201 days each year. The wet test
month is June with 3.6 inches (91 mm) and the dri est is Feb ru ary
with only 1.7 inches (43 mm). An av er age of 32 thun der storm
days oc cur each year with June and July be ing the most likely
months. Snow falls on about 82 days each year and av er ages
about 41 inches (1041 mm) each year. Jan u ary is the snow i est
month av er ag ing about 11 inches (279 mm). An eigh teen inch
(457 mm) snow fall in 24-hours oc curred in De cem ber 1974.
About eight days each year has a snow fall to tal greater than 1.5
inches (38 mm) and snow has fallen in ev ery month ex cept June
through Sep tem ber. Fog is pres ent on av er age 159 days each year
and is evenly dis trib uted through out the year with a slight max i -
mum in dur ing the Au tumn.
(22) The pre vail ing wind di rec tion in De troit is the south west.

The win ter sea son and tran si tional months of Jan u ary through
April are the wind i est pe riod av er ag ing around 12 knots. Ex tre -
mes of ten oc cur in squall lines or thun der storms. A max i mum
gust of 82 knots oc curred in June 1973. Winds along the river
blow mainly out of the south west and west, but oth ers are com -
mon. In spring and sum mer, north through east winds are fre -
quently en coun tered as are northwesterlies and south er lies in fall
and win ter.
(23) (See Page T-7, for De troit Climatologal ta ble.)
(24) Ice.–The lower part of the De troit River, be low Fighting

Is land, is gen er ally shal low and has the same freez ing char ac ter -
is tics as the W end of Lake Erie, form ing an av er age thick ness of
7 inches and an av er age max i mum thick ness of 11 inches. This
ice gen er ally starts to clear by mid-March be cause of the tem per -
a tures and the pre vail ing W winds. The up per part of the river is
gen er ally ice free ex cept for shore ice and oc ca sional drift ice.
How ever, as a track is opened through Lake St. Clair, the bro ken
ice will ac cu mu late in the river above the nat u ral ice cover in the
lower part of the river. (See Win ter Nav i ga tion, chap ter 3.)
(25) Nav i ga tion reg u la tions.–A ves sel traf fic re port ing sys -

tem and re lated nav i ga tion reg u la tions have been es tab lished for
the con nect ing wa ters from Lake Erie to Lake Hu ron. (See 33
CFR 162.130 through 162.140, chap ter 2, for reg u la tions.)
(26) Ves sel Traf fic Ser vice.–The Ca na dian Coast Guard op er -

ates a Ves sel Traf fic Ser vice in Ca na dian wa ters from Long Point
in Lake Erie through the De troit and St. Clair Rivers to De Tour
Reef Light in Lake Hu ron. (See chap ter 3 and the An nual Edi tion
of Ca na dian No tices to Mar i ners for com plete in for ma tion.)
(27) Pi lot age.–The wa ters of the De troit River are Great Lakes 

des ig nated wa ters; reg is tered ves sels of the United States and
for eign ves sels are re quired to have in their ser vice a United
States or Ca na dian reg is tered pi lot. Reg is tered pi lots for the De -
troit River are sup plied by Lakes Pi lots As so ci a tion. (See ap pen -
dix for ad dress.) Pi lot ex change points are 1 to 2 miles S of Port
Colborne in Lake Erie, just be low the Am bas sa dor Bridge in De -
troit River, and off Port Hu ron at the head of St. Clair River in
about 43°05'30"N., 82°24'42"W. The pi lot boat in the De troit
River, J. W. WESTCOTT II, has a black hull en cir cled by an or -
ange band and a white cabin with the words “U.S. Mail” in black
let ters. Three pi lot boats are at Port Hu ron: HU RON BELLE has
an in ter na tional or ange hull with an alu mi num cabin, and HU -
RON MAID and HU RON LADY each have an in ter na tional or -
ange hull with a white cabin. (See Pi lot age, chap ter 3, and 46
CFR 401, chap ter 2.)
(28) Prin ci pal ports.–The prin ci pal ports on the De troit River

are at Tren ton, Wyandotte, and De troit, Mich., and Wind sor, Ont. 

Deep-draft fa cil i ties have been de vel oped through out the length
of the river.

(29) Charts 14830, 14848, 14853, 14854.–The De troit River
flows S from Lake St. Clair and emp ties into the NW end of Lake
Erie.
(30) De troit River Light (42°00.0'N., 83°08.5'W.), 55 feet

above the wa ter, is shown from a white con i cal tower, up per part
black, on a hex ag o nal pier in 20 feet of wa ter at the mouth of the
De troit River at the junc tion of East and West Outer Chan nels. A
racon, fog sig nal, and radiobeacon are at the light.
(31) Chan nels.–East Outer Chan nel and West Outer Chan -

nel, dredged and well marked, lead north ward through the shal -
lows at the up per end of Lake Erie to the mouth of the De troit
River. Im me di ately N of De troit River Light, the chan nels merge
to form lower Living stone Chan nel. In June 1999, East Outer
Chan nel had a con trol ling depth of 24 feet (28 feet at
midchannel). In 1987, West Outer Chan nel had a con trol ling
depth of 16 feet for a midwidth of 700 feet.
(32) East Outer Chan nel is a two-way pas sage. West Outer

Chan nel may be used by downbound ves sels whose drafts per -
mit. (See 33 CFR 162.130, through 162.140, chap ter 2, for reg u -
la tions.) East Outer Chan nel Light 1E is equipped with a racon
and a fog sig nal.
(33) From De troit River Light, lower Living stone Chan nel

pro vides for two-way traf fic to the lower junc tion of
Amherstburg Chan nel and up per Living stone Chan nel, 1.5 miles
SW of Bar Point, the E en trance point to the river. A Fed eral pro -
ject pro vides for a depth of 29.0 feet in lower Living stone Chan -
nel. (See No tice to Mar i ners and lat est edi tion of charts for con -
trol ling depths.)
(34) An un marked tem po rary dump ing ground is in the ap -

proach to the De troit River be tween East and West Outer Chan -
nels.
(35) Small-craft fa cil i ties.–Nu mer ous ma ri nas on the De troit

River and ad ja cent wa ters pro vide gas o line, die sel fuel, wa ter,
ice, elec tric ity, ma rine sup plies, sew age pump-out, rail way and
hoists to 250 tons and 150 feet. A launch ing fa cil ity for craft to 34 
feet is on the wa ter way N of Belle Isle.

(36) Charts 14830, 14848, 14846.–Hu ron River emp ties into 
the NW end of Lake Erie through the marshes on the W side of
the mouth of the De troit River. Depths are about 2 feet over the
bar, thence 5 to 10 feet in the lower part of the river. A fixed high -
way bridge with a clear ance of 11 feet crosses the river about 1.8
miles above the mouth. An over head power ca ble on the W side
of the bridge has a clear ance of 38 feet. A slow-no wake speed is
en forced on the Hu ron River. A ma rina on the S side of the river
be low the high way bridge pro vides gas o line, wa ter, elec tric ity,
sew age pump-out, a launch ing ramp, and a 6-ton crane.

(37) Charts 14848, 14853.–In the lower part of the De troit
River, from SW of Bar Point N for about 7 miles, the dredged
chan nel di vides into upbound and downbound chan nels. The
upbound chan nel E of Bois Blanc Is land com prises Amherstburg
Chan nel and the lower mile of Ballards Reef Chan nel. The
downbound chan nel is Living stone Chan nel, W of Bois Blanc Is -
land.
(38) Amherstburg Chan nel com prises three reaches. Hackett

Reach ex tends about 3.7 miles NE from the junc tion with
Living stone Chan nel to the lower end of Bois Blanc Is land,
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thence Amherstburg Reach ex tends about 1 mile to the up per
end of Bois Blanc Is land, and thence Lime kiln Cross ing Reach
ex tends about 1.2 miles to the junc tion with Ballards Reef Chan -
nel.

(39) The chan nel through each of the reaches is 600 feet wide.
The W half of the chan nel is the deep-draft chan nel and is sep a -
rated from the E or light-draft chan nel by lighted buoys. A Fed -
eral pro ject pro vides for a depth of 28.5 feet in the W half of
Hackett Reach and 27.5 feet in the W half of Amherstburg and
Lime kiln Cross ing Reaches with 21 feet in the E half through the
en tire chan nel. (See No tice to Mar i ners and lat est edi tion of
charts for con trol ling depths.)

(40) The chan nels are well marked by lights and lighted and
unlighted buoys. The deep-draft chan nel is marked by a lighted
range in each reach.

(41) Be cause of cur rent ef fects, mar i ners are ad vised to ex er -
cise cau tion when turn ing from Hackett Reach into Amherstburg
Reach.

(42) An chor age.–Care should be ex er cised when an chor ing in 
Amherstburg Chan nel be tween its up per end and the S end of
Bois Blanc Is land. The cur rent in this area may cause the an chor
to drag and over turn rocks, which may then be come ob struc tions. 
Dragging can prob a bly be less ened or en tirely avoided by pay ing
out suf fi cient length of chain be fore strain is brought to bear on
the an chor.

(43) Ca na dian reg u la tions spec ify a speed limit of 8 knots for
ves sels of 15 gross tons and over in Amherstburg Chan nel.

(44) The up per part of Living stone Chan nel, pass ing E of the
lower half of Grosse Ile and W of Bois Blanc Is land, is about 6.7
miles long from its N en trance at Ballards Reef Chan nel to its S
junc tion with Amherstburg Chan nel 1.5 miles SW of Bar Point.
This sec tion of Living stone Chan nel is for downbound ves sels
ex cept that traf fic be comes two-way un der cer tain win ter con di -
tions des ig nated by the Com mander, Ninth Coast Guard Dis trict.
(See 33 CFR 162.130, through 162.140, chap ter 2, for reg u la -
tions.) Most of the chan nel is re vet ted on both sides with rock ex -
ca vated from the chan nel. Most of the re vet ment is low and
wooded.

(45) The chan nel is well marked with lights and buoys.
Ballards Reef Chan nel Light 77D (42°08.5'N., 83° 07.5'W.)
marks the W side of the downbound turn into the en trance to
Living stone Chan nel at its junc tion with Ballards Reef Chan nel.
Be cause of the strong E set of the cur rent at the junc tion of
Living stone and Ballards Reef Chan nels, mar i ners are ad vised to
fa vor the W side, if draft per mits.

(46) N from its junc tion with Amherstburg Chan nel to the
junc tion with Ballards Reef Chan nel, a Fed eral pro ject pro vides
for a depth of 29.0 feet in the lower part and 27.7 feet in the up per
part of Living stone Chan nel. (See No tice to Mar i ners and lat est
edi tion of charts for con trol ling depths.)

(47) Ca na dian reg u la tions spec ify a speed limit of 10 knots in
Living stone Chan nel for ves sels of 500 gross tons and over.

(48) Var i ous forms of sub merged and ex posed com pen sat ing
dikes ex tend to the W from the W chan nel re vet ment, con nect ing
with Stony Is land in the N part and ex tend ing to within about 400
feet of Sugar Is land at the mid point of the chan nel.

(49) Bois Blanc Is land, Ont.,  pop u larly known as Bob-Lo Is -
land, is in the lower part of the De troit River, close to the Ca na -
dian main land and sep a rated from it by Amherstburg Chan nel.
The is land is a large amuse ment park. A ma rina on the W side of

the is land has wa ter and elec tric ity. Ferries con nect the is land
with Amherstburg, Ont., and De troit, Mich.

(50) Cau tion.–Nu mer ous small craft have re ported strik ing
two sub merged ob struc tions be tween the W side of Bois Blanc
Is land and the Living stone Chan nel re vet ment; cau tion is ad -
vised.

(51) Amherstburg, Ont., is a town on the E side of the De troit
River, op po site Bois Blanc Is land.

(52) The fol low ing is ex tracted from Ca na dian Sailing Di rec -
tions CEN304, First Edi tion.

(53) The lim its of Amherstburg Har bour are de fined as all of
the wa ters of the De troit River and of Lake Erie on the Ca na dian
side of the In ter na tional Bound ary south of the south erly limit of
Wind sor Har bour and west of the me rid ian of lon gi tude
83°05'00"W. The south erly limit of Wind sor Har bour is a straight 
line drawn from Fighting Is land North light at the In ter na tional
Bound ary (42°14'N., 83°08'W.) in a 046.5° di rec tion to the high
wa ter mark on the shore.

(54) Amherstburg is a Pub lic Har bour ad min is tered by Trans -
port Can ada. For har bour reg u la tions see Sailing Di rec tions
book let CEN 300, Gen eral In for ma tion, Great Lakes.

(55) The town of Amherstburg, with a pop u la tion of 8,921
(1991), is a tour ist re sort with much his toric ap peal, hav ing been
a ma jor bat tle ground in the War of 1812 and also the north ern
end of the Un der ground Rail road for es cap ing slaves. There are
also chem i cal, dis til la tion and man u fac tur ing plants in the area.

(56) The Ca na dian Coast Guard Base lies be tween the Hackett 
Reach range lights. The south wharf has a buoy main te nance and 
stor age build ing; the wharf is 250 feet (76.2 m) long and had a
depth of 21 feet (6.4 m) in 1994. A pro tected ba sin formed by the
north ern part of the south wharf had a depth of 3 feet (0.9 m) in
1994. The north wharf, 290 feet (88.4 m) long, has work shops
and of fice build ings. In an emer gency, tem po rary berth ing at the
Ca na dian Coast Guard Base may be ar ranged with the
Sub-District Man ager.

(57) Amherstburg is a Cus toms ves sel re port ing sta tion for
plea sure craft.

(58) The Allied Chem i cal wharf, at the up per end of
Amherstburg, is a se ries of dol phins con nected by catwalks. The
wharf is 300 feet (91.4 m) long with a depth of 21 feet (6.4 m) in
1994.

(59) A Ca na dian Coast Guard Res cue Cut ter is based at
Amherstburg from the be gin ning of April to mid-December each
year, though these dates are sub ject to change (see in for ma tion
on Search and Res cue in Sailing Di rec tions book let CEN 300,
Gen eral In for ma tion, Great Lakes).

(60) Cau tion.–Ex tra care is nec es sary when an chor ing in
Amherstburg Chan nel be tween its up per end and the south end of
Bois Blanc Is land; the cur rent may cause an an chor to drag and
over turn rocks which then be come ob struc tions.

(61) A sub merged wa ter in take north of the front struc ture of
the Fort Malden range ex tends 300 feet (91.4 m) into the river.

(62) Cau tion.–Small craft op er a tors have re ported strik ing
two sub merged ob struc tions be tween the west side of Bois Blanc
Is land and the Living stone Chan nel dyke.

(63) There are sev eral small wharves and ma ri nas in the area
of Amherstburg Chan nel.

(64) Riv er side Ma rina, 1 mile north of Bar Point, had depths of 
2 feet (0.6 m) in 1994 and of fered dockage with power out lets,
pic nic area, pay phone, gro cer ies, bait, tackle, ice, gas o line and
die sel fuel.
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(65) Duf fys Mo tor Inn & Ma rina, 0.2 mile north of the Coast
Guard base, had depths of 1 to 10 feet (0.3 to 3 m) in 1994 and of -
fered dockage with power and wa ter, mu nic i pal ramp, mo tel ac -
com mo da tion (with pool), pay phone, snack bar, res tau rant and
li censed din ing room, ice and gas o line. The fa cil i ties and at trac -
tions of Amherstburg are all near by.
(66) Duffs Ma rina, 1 mile far ther north, had depths of 1 to 2

feet (0.3 to 0.6 m) in 1994 and of fered dockage, fish ing boat rent -
als, pay phone, drink ing wa ter, some gro cer ies, bait, tackle,
snack bar, res tau rant, ice and gas o line.
(67) Four ra dio masts N of Amherstburg in about 42°08.8'N.,

83°05.5'W. are prom i nent. They are re ported to be vis i ble from
Point Pelee in Lake Erie to Lake St. Clair.
(68) The lower part of the De troit River W of Living stone

Chan nel is open and gen er ally shal low with sev eral small is lands. 
Nat u ral chan nels with depths of about 13 feet and less, marked by 
buoys, pro vide ac cess for small craft.
(69) W of the lower end of the re vet ments in Living stone

Chan nel, a small-craft chan nel marked by buoys leads from the
open part of the lower De troit River be tween Sugar Is land and
Meso Is land, along the Grosse Ile shore, and thence W of Stony
Is land. In the nar row part of this chan nel be tween Stony Is land
and Grosse Ile, a line of sub merged bridge abut ments, with least
depths of ½ foot, crosses the chan nel, and sub merged ca bles fol -
low the same path just to the S and N of the abut ments. A buoy
marks the W side of the wes tern most abut ment, and in 1977, the
best wa ter was in side the buoy within 150 to 200 feet of the
Grosse Ile shore. The W abut ment is about 280 feet from shore.
(70) A nat u ral chan nel marked by buoys leads from open wa ter 

in the lower part of the De troit River along the E side of Celeron
Is land and con nects with Tren ton Chan nel at Gi bral tar. The least
depth in this chan nel is about 8 feet.
(71) Sugar Is land Cut, about 400 feet wide, is an open ing be -

tween the E side of Sugar Is land and a com pen sat ing re vet ment
that ex tends W from the W re vet ted wall of Living stone Chan nel.
(72) Hole-in-the-Wall, W of the N end of Bois Blanc Is land, is 

a 0.2-mile-wide gap in the re vet ted walls of Living stone Chan nel
that al lows small craft to cross the main chan nel to the Ca na dian
side of the De troit River. A strong SW cur rent flows through
Hole-in-the-Wall; cau tion is ad vised.
(73) Pro tec tive rip rap ex tends out 30 feet from the base of the

light mark ing the N end of the W re vet ment on the S side of
Hole-in-the-Wall. The struc ture should not be passed close
aboard, even by ves sels of shal low draft.
(74) Ballards Reef Chan nel is about 3.5 miles long from its

lower end junc tion with Amherstburg Chan nel to its up per end
junc tion with Fighting Is land Chan nel. Up per Living stone Chan -
nel joins Ballards Reef Chan nel about 1 mile above the lat ter’s
lower end. Be low its junc tion with Living stone Chan nel,
Ballards Reef Chan nel is nor mally used for upbound traf fic, and
above the junc tion it is used for upbound and downbound traf fic.
(75) Ballards Reef Chan nel is well marked by lights, lighted

and unlighted buoys, and by a lighted range at each end. A Fed -
eral pro ject pro vides for a depth of 28.5 feet above the junc tion
with Living stone Chan nel and 27.5 feet be low the junc tion with
Living stone Chan nel. (See No tice to Mar i ners and lat est edi tion
of charts for con trol ling depths.)
(76) An aux il iary chan nel for light-draft ves sels ad joins the E

side of Ballards Reef Chan nel. It is marked by buoys and has
depths of about 14 feet.

(77) Fighting Is land Chan nel ex tends from the up per end of
Ballards Reef Chan nel, about 2 miles be low the head of Grosse
Ile, along the W side of Fighting Is land to the nat u ral deep wa ter
N of Fighting Is land. A Fed eral pro ject pro vides for a depth of
28.5 feet in Fighting Is land Chan nel. (See No tice to Mar i ners and 
lat est edi tion of charts for con trol ling depths.)
(78) An chor age.–A deep-draft an chor age, marked on the W

side by buoys, is on the W side of the S end of Fighting Is land
Chan nel. The an chor age is used when con di tions are un fa vor able 
for pro ceed ing through the con fined deep chan nels lead ing S into 
Lake Erie. Ves sels us ing this an chor age should be care ful to
avoid the long shoal ex tend ing 0.6 mile S from Mamajuda Is land. 
A buoy marks the S end of the shoal.
(79) A buoyed nat u ral chan nel leads N from the NW part of the 

an chor age be tween the up per end of Grosse Ile and Mamajuda
Is land Shoal and joins with Tren ton Chan nel at Wyandotte,
Mich. The con trol ling depth in the chan nel is about 21 feet.
(80) Fighting Is land, Ont., on the E side of Fighting Is land

Chan nel off the On tario main land, is about 4 miles long and
about 0.5 mile wide. The en tire is land is ei ther marsh or waste
bed fill from var i ous con cerns that pump man u fac tur ing res i due
to the is land as waste. Low bluffs are on the W side of the is land.
A shoal, with a depth of 18 feet at its outer end marked by a
lighted buoy, ex tends 0.5 mile N from the up per end of the is land.
(81) From about the mid point of Ballards Reef Chan nel, a nat -

u ral deep chan nel leads N be tween Fighting Is land and the Ca na -
dian main land. The chan nel is di vided by Tur key Is land, Grassy 
Is land, and sev eral shoals, but near the up per end, the chan nels
re join be fore merg ing with the main chan nel of the De troit River
at the N end of Fighting Is land. The chan nel is marked by buoys;
see the lat est edi tion of the chart for gen eral depths. La Salle,
Ont., on the E side of the chan nel at the N end, has sev eral
small-craft fa cil i ties.
(82) Grosse Ile, MI, about 8 stat ute miles (7 nm) long and 1.5

stat ute miles (1.3 nm) wide, is the larg est is land in the De troit
River. It ex tends along the W side of the dredged river chan nels
from about the mid point of up per Living stone Chan nel N to
about the mid point of Fighting Is land Chan nel op po site the city
of Wyandotte, Mich. Tren ton Chan nel sep a rates the W side of the 
is land from the main land. The N end of the is land, Point
Hennepin, is a waste dis posal site; the rest of the is land con sists
mostly of res i den tial com mu ni ties and pri vate fa cil i ties.
(83) Thorofare Ca nal, a large shal low drain age ditch about

3.5 miles long, crosses the body of Grosse Ile in a NE-SW di rec -
tion. Sev eral high way bridges and over head ca bles cross this
ditch. Pas sage should not be at tempted with out lo cal knowl edge.
(84) A slow-no wake speed is en forced within 1,000 feet of

shore of Grosse Ile, ex cept in Tren ton Chan nel and in the chan nel
be tween the NE side of the is land and Mamajuda Is land Shoal. A
slow-no wake speed is en forced in Thorofare Ca nal and in the
ca nals be tween Grosse Ile and the small is lands off its S end.

(85) Charts 14848, 14854, 14853.–Ecorse Chan nel, is a
buoyed, nat u ral deep water chan nel that fol lows the curve of the
Mich i gan shore line from the junc tion of Fighting Is land Chan nel
and Tren ton Chan nel SW for about 1.2 miles to its lower junc tion
with Tren ton Chan nel. Be tween the up per and lower junc tions,
Ecorse Chan nel is sep a rated from Tren ton Chan nel by Mud Is -
land, MI and the shoals that ex tend NE and SW from it. Ecorse
Chan nel has a con trol ling depth of about 13 feet at its NE end,
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with deeper wa ter in the lower part. Ecorse, Mich., is on the W
side of the chan nel at the mouth of the Ecorse River. 

(86) A slow-no wake speed is en forced within 1,000 feet of
shore in the wa ters of the De troit River ad ja cent to the city of
Ecorse.

(87) Tren ton Chan nel ex tends from the N end of Fighting Is -
land Chan nel SW to the Mich i gan shore, thence S along the shore 
for about 6 miles to a turn ing ba sin at the up per end of the city of
Tren ton, thence 3 miles to an other turn ing ba sin at the lower end
of the city. The dredged chan nel, marked by buoys, is sep a rated
from the main part of the De troit River by Grassy Is land and
Grosse Ile.

(88) In No vem ber 1994, the con trol ling depths were 26 feet
(7.9 m) at midchannel from the junc tion with Fighting Is land
Chan nel to and in the turn ing ba sin N of Tren ton, thence 20 feet
(6.1 m) at midchannel to the turn ing ba sin S of Tren ton with 19
feet (5.8 m) in the ba sin.

(89) From the lower end of the Tren ton Chan nel lower turn ing
ba sin, a depth of about 6 feet can be car ried through the nar row,
crooked nat u ral chan nels be tween Grosse Ile and the main land to
the town of Gi bral tar and the open river be low Grosse Ile.

(90) The Grosse Ile Toll high way bridge, a swing span with a
clear ance of 10 feet, crosses Tren ton Chan nel 2.2 miles be low
Point Hennepin. The Grosse Ile Park way bridge, cross ing Tren -
ton Chan nel just above the lower turn ing ba sin, has a swing span
with a clear ance of 18 feet. (See 33 CFR 117.1 through 117.59
and 117.631, chap ter 2, for draw bridge reg u la tions.)

(91) Wyandotte, Mich., fronts Tren ton Chan nel for about 3
miles op po site Point Hennepin. The city is an im por tant in dus -
trial cen ter, and nu mer ous stacks in the city are prom i nent from
the river.

(92) A slow-no wake speed is en forced within 1,000 feet of
shore in the wa ters of the De troit River ad ja cent to the city of
Wyandotte.

(93) Towage.–Tugs for Wyandotte are avail able from De troit.
(See Towage un der De troit.)

(94) Wharves.–Wyandotte has sev eral fa cil i ties front ing on
Tren ton Chan nel. Only the deep-draft fa cil i ties are de scribed.
(For a com plete de scrip tion of the port fa cil i ties, re fer to Port Se -
ries No. 45, pub lished and sold by the U.S. Army Corps of En gi -
neers. See ap pen dix for ad dress.) The along side depths given are
re ported depths. (For in for ma tion on the lat est depths, con tact the 
op er a tors.)

(95) City of Wyandotte, Power Plant Wharf: 0.5 mile N of
Point Hennepin; 630 feet of berth ing space; 18 to 23 feet along -
side; deck height, 8 feet; open stor age for 60,000 tons of coal; re -
ceipt of coal; owned and op er ated by City of Wyandotte.

(96) Small-craft fa cil i ties.–Sev eral ma ri nas in the N part of
the city pro vide tran sient berths, gas o line, die sel fuel, wa ter, ice,
elec tric ity, sew age pump-out, launch ing ramps, and ma rine sup -
plies. Lifts to 45 tons are avail able for hull, en gine, and ra dio
equip ment re pairs.

(97) Tren ton, Mich., just S of Wyandotte, fronts Tren ton
Chan nel op po site Grosse Ile for about 4 miles. The stacks of the
De troit Ed i son Co., 0.5 mile SW of the Grosse Ile Park way
bridge, are prom i nent from the river, es pe cially from the S.

(98) Towage.–Tugs for Tren ton are avail able from De troit.
(See Towage un der De troit.)

(99) Quar an tine, cus toms, im mi gra tion, and ag ri cul tural
quar an tine.–(See chap ter 3, Ves sel Ar rival In spec tions, and ap -
pen dix for ad dresses.)

(100) Quar an tine is en forced in ac cor dance with the reg u la -
tions of the U.S. Pub lic Health Ser vice. (See Pub lic Health Ser -
vice, chap ter 1.)

(101) A slow-no wake speed is en forced within 1,000 feet of
shore within the lim its of Tren ton.

(102) Wharves. –Tren ton has three deep-draft fa cil i ties. (For a
com plete de scrip tion of the port fa cil i ties, re fer to Port Se ries No. 
45, pub lished and sold by the U.S. Army Corps of En gi neers. See 
ap pen dix for ad dress.) The along side depths given are re ported
depths. (For in for ma tion on the lat est depths, con tact the op er a -
tors.)

(103) McLouth Steel Prod ucts Corp., Ore Dock:
(42°09'33"N., 83°09'59"W.); 1,600-foot face; 28 feet along side;
deck height, 7 feet; three 12-ton, trav el ing bridge cranes, op er at -
ing rate of 1,200 tons per hour; open stor age for over 2 mil lion
tons of iron ore, iron ore pel lets, and lime stone; re ceipt of iron
ore, iron ore pel lets, and lime stone; owned and op er ated by
McLouth Steel Prod ucts Corp.

(104) Mobil Oil Corp. Wharf: (42°08'15"N., 83°10'33"W.);
225 feet of berth ing space with dol phins; 17 feet along side; deck
height, 5 feet; load ing plat form, 9 feet; pipe lines ex tend to stor -
age tanks, ca pac ity over 1¼ mil lion bar rels; oc ca sional re ceipt
and ship ment of fuel oil and gas o line; owned and op er ated by
Mobil Oil Corp.

(105) De troit Ed i son Co., Tren ton Chan nel Power Plant
Wharf: W side of Tren ton Chan nel lower turn ing ba sin; 960-foot 
face; 21 to 23 feet along side; deck height, 9 feet; open stor age for
732,000 tons of coal; re ceipt of coal; owned and op er ated by De -
troit Ed i son Co.

(106) Small-craft fa cil i ties. –Two ma ri nas at Tren ton pro vide
gas o line, die sel fuel, wa ter, ice, elec tric ity, ma rine sup plies, a
10-ton hoist, and launch ing ramps.

(107) Charts 14848, 14853.–Gi bral tar, Mich. is a town on the
Mich i gan main land op po site the S end of Grosse Ile, about 2
miles be low the Tren ton Chan nel lower turn ing ba sin. Pri vate
lights and a pri vate 239 ° lighted range mark the en trance chan nel 
to Gi bral tar from the De troit River. The range should be fol lowed 
closely be cause of rocks along the S side of the chan nel. A
slow-no wake speed  is en forced within 500 feet of shore within
the lim its of Gi bral tar. Ma rinas in side the en trance chan nel pro -
vide gas o line, die sel fuel, wa ter, ice, elec tric ity, sew age
pump-out, ma rine sup plies, and launch ing ramps. Hoists to 30
tons are avail able for hull and en gine re pairs.

(108) Lake Erie Metropark Ma rina, de vel oped by the Mich i -
gan State Wa ter ways Com mis sion, about 3 miles S of Gi bral tar,
pro vides tran sient berths with elec tric ity, wa ter, and sew age
pump-out for boats no greater than 30 feet. The en trance is
marked by pri vate lighted and unlighted buoys and a 270° lighted
range.

(109) Above Fighting Is land, for about 9 miles to Belle Isle, the
De troit River nar rows into a sin gle chan nel from 0.35 to 0.5 mile
wide. In this stretch the river is gen er ally clear, with depths of 29
to 43 feet at midriver. Buoys mark the prin ci pal shoals that ex tend 
off the banks of the river.

(110) The most prom i nent fea ture on the De troit River is the Re -
nais sance Cen ter (42°19'44"N., 83°02'24"W.). The flash ing light
atop the build ing is re ported to be vis i ble for more than 20 miles.

(111) An chor age.–An an chor age des ig nated by the Ca na dian
Gov ern ment is 1 mile above the N end of Fighting Is land. The an -
chor age, 800 feet by 4,000 feet with depths of 31 to 36 feet, is
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marked by a lighted buoy at the SE cor ner and a light at the NE
cor ner.
(112) A shoal, with rocks that bare, ex tends 400 feet off the W

side of the river about 1.3 miles N of Fighting Is land. Lighted
buoys mark the outer edge of the shoal.
(113) Wharves.–There are sev eral deep-draft fa cil i ties along

the W side of the river be tween the N end of Fighting Is land and
the mouth of the River Rouge, 2 miles up stream. (For a com plete
de scrip tion of the fa cil i ties, re fer to Port Se ries No. 45, pub lished
and sold by the U.S. Army Corps of En gi neers. See ap pen dix for
ad dress.) The along side depths given are re ported depths. (For in -
for ma tion on the lat est depths, con tact the op er a tors.)
(114) Nichol son Ter mi nal and Dock Co., Ecorse Pier:

(42°15'23"N., 83°07'12"W.); 1,820 feet of berth ing space NE
side, 25 to 28 feet along side; 486-foot face, 36 feet along side;
1,230 feet of berth ing space SW side, 8 to 16 feet along side; deck
height, 7 to 9 feet; two 70-ton and two 12-ton, trav el ing, gan try
cranes; two 200-ton, crawler cranes; four sheds pro vid ing 80,000 
square feet cov ered stor age; 8 acres open stor age; re ceipt and
ship ment of con ven tional and containerized gen eral cargo, steel,
coal, scrap metal, and tal low; owned and op er ated by Nichol son
Ter mi nal and Dock Co.
(115) User Oil Co., Riverfront Ter mi nal Wharf:

42°15'39"N., 83°07'11"W.); 300 feet of berth ing space; 24 feet
along side; deck height, 11 feet; stor age tanks, ca pac ity 835,000
bar rels; re ceipt and ship ment of pe tro leum prod ucts; owned by
Na tional Steel Corp., Great Lakes Di vi sion and op er ated by
Usher Oil Co.
(116) Re pairs.–Nichol son Ter mi nal and Dock Co. op er ates a

float ing drydock at the in ner end of their pier. The 2,500-ton
drydock is 170 feet long with a width of 50 to 55 feet and a depth
of 13 feet over the keel blocks. Por ta ble equip ment is avail able
for mak ing gen eral re pairs to ves sels at berth any where in the
har bor.

(117) Charts 14848, 14853, 14854.–River Rouge dis charges
into the De troit River at the S end of the city of De troit, about 2
miles above Fighting Is land. A Fed eral pro ject has im proved
River Rouge as far as a turn ing ba sin about 2.5 miles above the
en trance.
(118) Short Cut Ca nal is the sec tion at the en trance to River

Rouge from De troit River to the junc tion with Old Chan nel. The 
ca nal avoids the large bend in the old river chan nel (Old Chan nel) 
at the lower part of River Rouge, and short ens the dis tance to fa -
cil i ties up stream by more than 1 mile. The con nec tion be tween
Short Cut Ca nal and Old Chan nel has cre ated Zug Is land, which
is oc cu pied by large in dus trial cor po ra tions.
(119) The Fed eral Pro ject pro vides for a depth of 25 feet in

Short Cut Ca nal and River Rouge to about 300 feet be low the
West Jef fer son Ave. Bridge, thence 21 feet to the turn ing ba sin at
the head of the pro ject, with 21 feet in the ba sin. Old Chan nel has
a pro ject depth of 25 feet from the en trance to just be low the first
bas cule bridge, thence 18 feet to about 0.5 mile above the mouth,
thence 17 feet to the rail road swing bridge, thence 21 feet to the
junc tion with Short Cut Ca nal. (See No tice to Mar i ners and lat est
edi tions of charts for con trol ling depths.)  The N side of the en -
trance to Short Cut Ca nal is marked by a lighted buoy. Rapid
shoal ing oc curs in the ca nal and river be cause of the soft bot tom.
A num ber of ca bles, wa ter mains, and tun nels cross un der the ca -
nal and river; mas ters should ex er cise cau tion when drop ping an -
chors.

(120) Reg u la tions.–A speed limit of 4 mph is en forced in River 
Rouge and Short Cut Ca nal. (See 33 CFR 162.130 through
162.140, chap ter 2, for nav i ga tion reg u la tions.)
(121) Wharves.–Both sides of River Rouge and Short Cut Ca -

nal are lined by in dus trial cor po ra tions and their deep-draft fa cil i -
ties. (For a com plete de scrip tion of fa cil i ties in the River Rouge,
re fer to Port Se ries No. 45, pub lished and sold by the U.S. Army
Corps of En gi neers. See ap pen dix for ad dress.) The along side
depths given are re ported depths. (For in for ma tion on the lat est
depths, con tact the op er a tor.) Many of the fa cil i ties have rail way,
wa ter, and elec tri cal shore-power con nec tions.
(122) Fa cil ities along the S side of Short Cut Ca nal and

River Rouge: 
(123) Mich i gan Ma rine Ter mi nal Wharf: at the junc tion of

Short Cut Ca nal and Old Chan nel; 700-foot face; 22 feet along -
side; deck height, 7 feet; pipe lines ex tend to tank stor age, ca pac -
ity 8 mil lion bar rels; re ceipt and ship ment of as phalt, coal tar, and 
pe tro leum prod ucts; owned and op er ated by Mich i gan Ma rine
Ter mi nal.
(124) Amoco Oil Co., River Rouge Ter mi nal Wharf: about

0.2 mile above Mich i gan Ma rine Ter mi nal Wharf; 1,000-foot
face; 20 feet along side; deck height, 7½ feet; pipe lines ex tend to
tank stor age, ca pac ity 833,000 bar rels; re ceipt and ship ment of
pe tro leum prod ucts; owned and op er ated by Amoco Oil Co.
(125) Marblehead Lime Co., River Rouge Wharf: 800 feet

be low West Jef fer son Av e nue bridge; 1,280 feet of berth ing
space; 25 feet along side; deck height, 4 feet; open stor age for
400,000 tons of lime stone and 28,000 tons of coal; re ceipt of
lime stone and coal; owned and op er ated by Marblehead Lime
Co., Di vi sion of Calcitherm Nederland N.V.
(126) United States Gyp sum Co. Dock: 800 feet above West

Jef fer son Av e nue bridge; 405-foot face plus 500 feet along nat u -
ral bank; 21 feet along side dock; deck height, 6 feet; open stor age 
for 85,000 tons of gyp sum; stor age si los, ca pac ity 90,000 tons;
re ceipt of gyp sum; owned and op er ated by United States Gyp -
sum Co.
(127) De troit Bulk Dock: 400 feet be low ConRail bridge; 730-

foot face with dol phins, along nat u ral bank; 17 to 20 feet along -
side; deck height, 4 feet; 11 acres of open stor age; re ceipt of mis -
cel la neous dry bulk com mod i ties, in clud ing lime stone, salt, and
sand; owned by Dale Osborne and op er ated by De troit Bulk
Dock, Inc.
(128) Spe cialty Min erals, Rouge River Dock: 700 feet above

ConRail bridge; 654 feet of berth ing space along nat u ral bank; 17 
to 20 feet along side; bank height, 2 to 6 feet; open stor age for
100,000 tons of lime stone; re ceipt of lime stone; owned by Spe -
cialty Min erals Inc. and op er ated by De troit Bulk Dock Inc.
(129) Trumbull As phalt Co., De troit Plant Wharf:  700 feet

above Fisher Free way bridge; 500 feet of berth ing space with
bulk head; 20 feet along side; deck height, 6 feet; tank stor age
with ca pac ity of 131,000 bar rels; re ceipt of as phalt; owned and
op er ated by Trumbull As phalt Co., a di vi sion of Owens-Corning
Fiberglas Corp.
(130) Mar a thon Pe tro leum Co., River Rouge Ter mi nal

Wharf: 500 feet be low Fort Street bridge; 415-foot face with
bulk head; 20 to 23 feet along side; deck height, 6 feet, bulk head, 5 
feet; pipe lines ex tend to stor age tanks, ca pac ity 900,000 bar rels;
ship ment of as phalt; owned and op er ated by Mar a thon Pe tro leum 
Co., a sub sid iary of USX Corp.
(131) Mar a thon Pe tro leum Co., Fordson Is land Ter mi nal

Wharf: NE side of Fordson Is land 1,200 feet be low Dix Av e nue
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bridge; off shore wharf, 350-foot face; 20 to 21 feet along side;
deck height, 6 feet, bulk head, 5 feet; pipe lines ex tend from stor -
age tanks to wharf, ca pac ity over 1¾ mil lion bar rels; pipe lines
ex tend to 3 bal last stor age tanks, ca pac ity 901,320 gal lons; ship -
ments of pe tro leum prod ucts; owned and op er ated by Mar a thon
Pe tro leum Co., a sub sid iary of USX Corp.

(132) De troit Lime Co. Wharf: 200 feet be low Dix Av e nue
bridge; 800 feet of berth ing space; 21 feet along side; deck height, 
9 feet; open stor age for 350,000 tons of lime stone; stor age si los
for 8,700 tons of lime; re ceipt of lime stone and oc ca sional re ceipt 
of coal; owned and op er ated by De troit Lime Co.

(133) Fa cil ities on the N side of River Rouge above Short Cut 
Ca nal: 

(134) Jef fer son Ma rine Ter mi nal, Jef fer son Av e nue Bridge
Dock: im me di ately above West Jef fer son Av e nue bridge; 735
feet of berth ing space along nat u ral bank; 21 feet along side; bank 
height, 6 feet; open stor age for 25,000 tons of lime stone; re ceipt
of lime stone; owned by Angelo Baiardi and John Diangelo and

op er ated by Jef fer son Ma rine Ter mi nal, Di vi sion of Ed ward C.
Levy Co.

(135) De troit Bulk Stor age, Rouge River Dock: 500 feet
above West Jef fer son Av e nue bridge; 735 feet of berth ing space
along nat u ral bank; 15 feet along side; bank height, 6 feet; open
stor age for 50,000 tons of lime stone; re ceipt of lime stone; owned 
by Angelo Baiardi and John Diangelo and op er ated by De troit
Bulk Stor age.

(136) Marblehead Lime Co., De troit Wharf: 1,400 feet above 
West Jef fer son Av e nue bridge; 900 feet of berth ing space; 19 to
21 feet along side; deck height, 8 feet; open stor age for 110,000
tons of ma te rial; re ceipt of lime stone; owned by Marblehead
Lime Co. and op er ated by Ed ward C. Levy Co.

(137) St. Marys Ce ment Co., De troit Plant Wharf: 900 feet
be low Fisher Free way bridge; 450-foot face and 250 feet along
nat u ral bank; 19 to 21 feet along side; deck height, 11-foot pier,
15-foot wharf; open stor age for 200,000 tons of lime stone, slag,
and gyp sum rock; 120,000 square feet cov ered stor age for

7.     DE TROIT RIVER 205

Struc tures across River Rouge
*Miles above the mouth of the river

**Clear width in feet pro ceed ing up stream

No. Lo ca tion and Name Kind Miles*

Clear width in feet of
draw or span
open ings**

Clear height in
feet above Low
Wa ter Da tum Re marks

Right Left Center

Short Cut Ca nal and River
1 Over head cable Power 0.32 191

2 Over head cable Power 0.37 191
3 Over head pipeline Gas 0.39 153

4 Na tional Steel Corp. bridge Railroad 0.40 125 6 Bas cule. KUZ-371.
Notes 1 and 2.

5 Over head pipeline Gas 0.41 240 123

6 Over head cable 0.45 174

Junc tion of Short Cut Ca nal and 
Old Channel

0.53

7 West Jef fer son Ave. bridge Highway 1.10 125 9 Bas cule. Note 1.

8 ConRail bridge Railroad 1.48 123 8 Bas cule. Notes 1 and 2.
9 Fisher Free way I–75 bridge Highway 1.85 230 100 Fixed.

10 Nor folk South ern RR bridge Railroad 1.87 125 8 Bas cule. Note 1.

11 Over head pipeline 1.90 300 103

12 Fort St. bridge Highway 2.20 118 9 Bas cule. Note 1.

13 Dix Ave. bridge Highway 2.73 125 8 Bas cule. Note 1.

14 Over head cables Power 2.75 130

Old Chan nel via the mouth

15 Over head pipeline Gas 0.26 153

16 Delray Con necting RR bridge Railroad 0.30 120 7 Bas cule. Note 1.

17 Delray Con necting RR bridge Railroad 0.34 120 7 Bas cule Note 1.

18 Over head cable 0.77 188

19 Delray Con necting RR bridge Railroad 0.80 102 7 Swing. Turn ta ble on right 
side. Note 1.

20 Over head cable 0.82 188
Junc tion of Old Chan nel and
Short Cut Canal

1.55

     Note 1. –See 33 CFR 117.1 through 33 CFR 117.59,  chap ter 2, for draw bridge reg u la tions.

     Note 2. –The bridgetender mon i tors VHF-FM chan nel 16 (156.80 MHz) and works on chan nel 12 (156.60 MHz).



clinker; open stor age are at rear for 55,000 tons of coal or gyp sum 
rock; stor age si los for 60,000 tons of ce ment; re ceipt of lime -
stone, gyp sum rock, slag, ce ment clinker, and coal; owned and
op er ated by St. Marys Ce ment Co.
(138) Harridon Ter mi nal Inc.: 600 feet above Fisher Free way

bridge; 792-foot face; 21 feet re ported along side; deck height, 11
feet; 15 acres of open stor age; re ceipt lime stone and ship ment of
scrap metal; owned and op er ated by Harridon Ter mi nal, Inc.
(139) Mor ton Salt Co., De troit Wharf: 1,100 feet above

Fisher Free way bridge; 700 feet of berth ing space along nat u ral
bank; 12 feet along side; deck height, 7 feet; one 85-ton crawler
crane; silo stor age for 8,000 tons of salt; open stor age for 63,000
tons of salt; re ceipt of bulk salt; owned and op er ated by Mor ton
In ter na tional Inc., Mor ton Salt Group.
(140) Rouge Steel Co., East Dock:  E side of the slip on the

NW side of the turn ing ba sin; 2,514-foot face; 17 to 22 feet
along side; deck height, 6 feet; two trav el ing bridge cranes and
one sta tion ary bridge crane; stor age trough for 152,000 tons of
ma te rial; open stor age for 437,000 tons of coal, 308,000 tons of
lime stone, and 800,000 tons of iron ore and pel lets; re ceipt of
iron ore, iron ore pel lets, coal, and lime stone; owned and op er -
ated by Rouge Steel Co.
(141) Rouge Steel Co., West Wharf: W side of the slip on the

NW side of the turn ing ba sin; 2,915-foot face; 6 to 21 feet along -
side; deck height, 6 feet; open stor age for 11,000 tons of lime -
stone; re ceipt of lime stone; owned and op er ated by Rouge Steel
Co.
(142) Fa cil ities on the main land side of Old Chan nel: 
(143) AlliedSignal Inc., De troit Tar Plant, Coal Tar Wharf:

0.3 mile above mouth of river; 275 feet of berth ing space with
shore moor ings; 22 feet along side; deck height, 5 feet; pipe line to 
stor age tanks, ca pac ity over 3¼ mil lion gal lons; re ceipt and ship -
ment of coal tar, ship ment of cre o sote; owned and op er ated by
AlliedSignal Inc.
(144) AlliedSignal Inc., De troit Tar Plant, Pitch Wharf: 0.4

mile above mouth of river; 250 feet of berth ing space with dol -
phins; 22 feet along side; deck height, 8 feet; open stor age for
18,000 tons of bulk pitch; oc ca sional ship ment of bulk pitch;
owned and op er ated by AlliedSignal Inc.
(145) Jef fer son Ma rine Ter mi nal, Old Chan nel Wharf: 1.1

miles above mouth of river; 1,257 feet of berth ing space; 10 to 21
feet along side; deck height, 5 feet; one un load ing tower; pipe -
lines ex tend to si los, ca pac ity 26,000 tons of ce ment; open stor -
age for 77,000 tons of lime stone; re ceipt of lime stone and sand;
oc ca sional re ceipt of slag, ce ment, and fly ash; owned and op er -
ated by Jef fer son Ma rine Ter mi nal, Di vi sion of Ed ward C. Levy
Co.
(146) Fa cil ities on Zug Is land:
(147) All the fa cil i ties on Zug Is land are owned and op er ated by

Na tional Steel Corp., Great Lakes Di vi sion.
(148) Na tional Steel Corp., Great Lakes Di vi sion, Zug Is -

land Ore Dock No. 1 Rouge River Wharf: N side of the is land
at the mouth of Old Chan nel; 1,287-foot face; 21 feet along side;
deck height, 8 feet; one trav el ing bridge crane; open stor age for
250,000 tons of iron-ore pel lets; re ceipt of iron-ore pel lets, scrap
metal, slag, and lime stone.
(149) Na tional Steel Corp., Great Lakes Di vi sion, Zug Is -

land Area B Dock: NW side of the is land 0.6 mile be low junc -
tion with Short Cut Ca nal; 1,000 feet of berth ing space along nat -
u ral bank; 17 feet along side; bank height, 8 feet; open stor age for
60,000 tons of coal; re ceipt of coal.

(150) Na tional Steel Corp., Great Lakes Di vi sion, Zug Is -
land Short Cut Ca nal Dock: S side of the is land at the mouth of
Short Cut Ca nal; 1,300 feet of berth ing space along nat u ral bank;
21 feet along side; bank height, 8 feet; open stor age for 900,000
tons of coal; re ceipt of coal.
(151) Na tional Steel Corp., Great Lakes Di vi sion, Zug Is -

land Stone Dock: E side of the is land of the De troit River 1,000
feet N of the mouth of Short Cut Ca nal; 1,000-foot face; 27 feet
along side; deck height, 8 feet; open stor age for 520,000 tons of
lime stone and 500,000 tons of iron-ore pel lets; re ceipt of lime -
stone and iron ore pel lets.
(152) Na tional Steel Corp., Great Lakes Di vi sion, Zug Is -

land Ore Dock No. 3 Wharf: E side of the is land im me di ately N
of the Stone Dock; 1,349-foot face; 27 feet along side; deck
height, 10 feet; four 15-ton trav el ing bridge cranes; open stor age
for 800,000 tons of iron-ore pel lets; re ceipt of iron-ore pel lets.
(153) Na tional Steel Corp., Great Lakes Di vi sion, Zug Is -

land Ore Dock No. 1, De troit River face, and Dock No. 1
Wharf: E side of the is land im me di ately N of Ore Dock No. 3;
two 100-foot face; 25 to 27 feet along side; deck height, 10 feet;
pipe line to stor age tanks, ca pac ity 2 mil lion gal lons of coal tar;
ship ment of coal tar, coke, coke breeze, mill scale, and iron-ore
pel let fines; op er ated by Na tional Steel Corp., Great Lakes Di vi -
sion and Hickman, Wil liam & Co.
(154) Sup plies.–Bunker fuel is avail able at sev eral fa cil i ties in

the river, or by barge or truck. A sup ply com pany on the W side of 
Old Chan nel has sup plies and pro vi sions.

(155) Charts 14848, 14853.–About 0.5 mile above the mouth
of Old Chan nel, over head power ca bles with a min i mum clear -
ance of 165 feet across the De troit River be tween De troit and
Wind sor, Ont.
(156) The Am bas sa dor Bridge crosses the De troit River 2.2

miles above the mouth of Old Chan nel. The sus pen sion span has
a clear ance of 156 feet for 100 feet at the cen ter, de creas ing to
133 feet at each side of the river.
(157) A shoal, marked at its outer edge by a lighted buoy, ex -

tends off the Ca na dian side of the river for about 0.5 mile above
the Am bas sa dor Bridge.
(158) Two tun nels cross un der the De troit River above the Am -

bas sa dor Bridge. The ConRail Tun nel, 0.9 mile above the bridge,
was cov ered by a depth of 31 feet at midchannel in 1959, with
depths of 24 and 34 feet, 300 feet from the United States shore -
line and 350 feet from the Ca na dian shore line, re spec tively. The
De troit-Windsor Tun nel, a high way tun nel 2 miles above the
bridge, was cov ered by a depth of 40 feet at midchannel in 1959,
with depths of 24 and 36 feet, 500 feet from the United States
shore line and 350 feet from the Ca na dian shore line, re spec tively.
Ves sels are cau tioned not to an chor over or near these tun nels.
(159) A shoal with a least depth of 15 feet ex tends off the U.S.

shore line be tween the two tun nels. Buoys mark the up per and
lower ends of the shoal.
(160) An chor age.–A des ig nated deep-draft an chor age is in

U.S. wa ters be tween the up per tun nel and Belle Isle. (See 33
CFR 110.1 and 110.206, chap ter 2, for lim its and reg u la tions.)
(161) Small-craft fa cil ity.–A pub lic dock ing fa cil ity con -

structed by the city and the Mich i gan State Wa ter ways Com mis -
sion is on the N side of the river about 2.8 miles above the Am -
bas sa dor Bridge. Wa ter, elec tric ity, and sew age pump-out sta tion
are avail able.
(162) The harbormaster as signs berths.
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(163) Belle Isle, MI , about 3 stat ute miles (2.6 nm) long and 1
stat ute mile (0.9 nm) wide, is in midriver near the up per end of
the De troit River. Flem ing Chan nel, the main river chan nel, fol -
lows be tween the S side of the is land and the Ca na dian shore to
the head of the river at Lake St. Clair. The lower part of the chan -
nel is through nat u ral deep wa ter, thence from about midlength of 
Belle Isle to Lake St. Clair the chan nel is dredged. The lim its of
the dredged chan nel are marked by lighted buoys. Belle Isle
Light (42°20.4'N., 82°57.6'W.), 30 feet above the wa ter, is shown 
from a pile on the SE point of the is land and marks the N side of
Flem ing Chan nel. In June 1998, the con trol ling depth was 28
feet, ex cept for lesser depths along the edges and shoal ing to 20
feet that ex tends about 100 feet into the chan nel on the E edge in
the vi cin ity of Peche Is land Light.

(164) A 074°–254° mea sured mile is re ported on the S side of
Belle Isle.

(165) Wil liam Living stone Me mo rial Light (42°20.8'N.,
82°57.3'W.), 58 feet above the wa ter, shown from a white py ram -
i dal mon u ment on the E end of Belle Isle, is a 247° lead ing light
mark ing the en trance to the De troit River from Lake St. Clair.

(166) Gen erally, only lo cal and plea sure craft use the chan nel on 
the N side of Belle Isle. The lower en trance is marked by a lighted 
buoy which marks a 6-foot shoal that ex tends 0.5 mile from the
W end of Belle Isle. Scott Mid dle Ground is an ex ten sive shoal
area, with depths to 1 foot, be tween Belle Isle and the U.S. shore.
Nat u ral chan nels marked by buoys lead N and S of the shoal. The
N chan nel has a con trol ling depth of about 18 feet. Above Scott
Mid dle Ground, a 12-foot spot is marked on its N side by a buoy
in midchannel N of Belle Isle. The up per en trance to the chan nel
N of Belle Isle is through a dredged chan nel marked by buoys. In
1996, the con trol ling depth was 20 feet (6.1 m). A fixed high way
bridge (Douglas McArthur Bridge) with a clear ance of 32 feet
crosses from De troit to the lower end of Belle Isle.

(167) Erma Henderson Boat Ma rina, de vel oped by the Mich -
i gan State Wa ter ways Com mis sion, is on the main land side of the 
chan nel N of Belle Isle. The ma rina pro vides tran sient berths,
elec tric ity, wa ter ice, and sew age pump-out. The en trance is
marked by pri vate lights.

(168) Peche (Peach) Is land, Ont., is off the Ca na dian shore on
the S side of the head of the De troit River. Ex ten sive shoals are
off the W, N, and E sides of the is land. Peche Is land Light
(42°20.9'N., 82°56.5'W.), 44 feet above the wa ter, is shown from
a cy lin dri cal tower with a tri an gu lar red daymark on the NW side
of the shoal off the W end of the is land. The light marks the SE
side of Flem ing Chan nel, but should not be passed close aboard
be cause of pro tec tive rip rap. A lighted buoy at the W ex trem ity of 
the shoal marks the N side of the en trance to a buoyed nat u ral
deep water chan nel that leads from Flem ing Chan nel around the S 
side of Peche Is land into Lake St. Clair. The depths in Lake St.
Clair at the outer end of the chan nel are about 8 feet.

(169) Wind mill Point Light (42°21.5'N., 82°55.8'W.), 42 feet
above the wa ter, is shown from a white con i cal tower on a con -
crete base on the N side of the en trance to the De troit River.

(170) Wind sor, Ont., is a ma jor in dus trial city front ing the SE
side of the De troit River from Fighting Is land NE to the head of
the river.

(171) The fol low ing is ex tracted from Ca na dian Sailing Di rec -
tions CEN304, First Edi tion.

(172) Wind sor Har bour (42°19'N., 83°04'W.) ex tends for 14
miles along the Ca na dian shores of De troit River and Lake St.
Clair. The SW limit of the har bour is a straight line drawn from

Fighting Is land North light at the In ter na tional Bound ary in a
046.5° di rec tion to the shore. The NE limit of the port is the
north erly ex ten sion of the east limit of the city of Wind sor to the
In ter na tional Bound ary.

(173) The city of Wind sor, with a pop u la tion of 191,435 (1991)
and a met ro pol i tan area pop u la tion of 264,800, has more than
500 in dus tries and is a ma jor Ca na dian au to mo bile man u fac tur -
ing cen tre. Wind sor is the prin ci pal out let for On tario ag ri cul -
tural prod ucts; ma jor can ning com pa nies op er at ing in Wind sor
take ad van tage of the ex tended grow ing sea son and crop va ri et -
ies. Wind sor is also the home of On tario’s first ma jor ca sino.

(174) Wind sor is a Cus toms land bor der re port ing sta tion for
pas sen gers, gen eral pub lic, and com mer cial high way traf fic; a
ves sel clear ing sta tion for com mer cial traf fic; and a ves sel re -
port ing sta tion for plea sure craft.

(175) Im mi gra tion and ag ri cul tural in spec tion fa cil i ties are
also avail able at Wind sor.

(176) Wind sor Har bour is ad min is tered by the Wind sor Har -
bour Com mis sion. Reg u la tions, in for ma tion and rates may be
ob tained from the of fice of the Com mis sion at 500 Riv er side
Drive West, Wind sor, On tario N9A 5K6.

(177) Wind sor Har bour was used by 2,822 ships, fer ries and
barges in 1994, with a to tal of 4.3 mil lion tonnes of cargo. Com -
mod i ties han dled in clude ag gre gates, salt, lum ber, pe tro leum,
gen eral cargo, grain, other dry and liq uid bulk, and rail road
barges.

(178) The nor mal nav i ga tion sea son is from April 15 to De cem -
ber. De pending on weather con di tions, nav i ga tion may be gin as
early as March 20 and end as late as Jan u ary 31. Lo cal use of the
har bour con tin ues all year.

(179) Tugs are avail able lo cally or from De troit. Ma jor re pairs
can be car ried out by Matt Ship build ing Limited, a di vi sion of
Ro meo Ma chine Shop. There is no dry dock. Ma rine ra dar and
ra dio re pairs can be car ried out by K.E.L. Com mu ni ca tions.
Gar bage ser vice, heavy lift equip ment and fork lift trucks are
avail able. In for ma tion on ser vices can be ob tained from the Har -
bour Mas ter.

(180) (Wind sor Har bour wharves are listed in the ta ble.)
(181) (Ship yards in the Great Lakes area are listed in Sailing

Di rec tions book let CEN 300, Gen eral In for ma tion, Great Lakes.)
(182) All types of ma rine sup plies, stores, fresh pro vi sions and

wa ter are avail able in Wind sor. Com plete ship bunk er ing ser -
vices are avail able at the Ster ling Fuels wharf.

(183) Wind sor Har bour Com mis sion mon i tors VHF Chan nel
14. Ca na dian and United States rail roads ser vice the har bour.
Trans port truck lines op er ate be tween Wind sor and all parts of
On tario as well as the States of Mich i gan, Ohio, In di ana and Il li -
nois. Wind sor Air port of fers con nec tions with other air ports in
Can ada.

(184) Con spic u ous ob jects in Wind sor are the chim ney at Hiram 
Walker and Sons; the lighted Home of Ca na dian Club sign WSW
of Belle Isle; and the church cu po las be tween the Ford plant and
Hiram Walker and Sons.

(185) De troit, Mich., fronts the NW side of the De troit River
from the mouth of Old Chan nel of River Rouge NE to the head of
the river. It is a ma jor in dus trial city and the cen ter of the U.S. au -
to mo bile in dus try. The chief waterborne com merce is in coal, pe -
tro leum prod ucts, lime stone, steel, iron ore and pel lets, and gen -
eral and containerized cargo.

(186) An chor age.–An chor age in the De troit River is re stricted
by Fed eral reg u la tion. (See 33 CFR 162.136, chap ter 2, for reg u -
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Wind sor Har bour-Major Port Fa cil ities

Name
Wharf length 

Ft (m)
Depth †

ft (m)
El e va tion ††

ft (m) Re marks

Note: All in for ma tion in this ta ble
was pro vided by lo cal au thor i ties
for lat est con di tions. User should
con sult lo cal auhtories for lat est
con di tions.

Ster ling Fuels 1,000 (305) 27 (8.2) 8 (2.4) Com plete ves sel bunk er ing fa cil ity,
op er a tion all year, 24 hours a day.

Wind sor Har bour Commission Open Stor age area of 12 acres (5
ha) for stone, sand and bulk 
ma te ri als.

Con fed er a tion Dock Can ada Build ing Ma te rials Co. 
ce ment mix ing plant oc cu pies NW
cor ner of wharf.

Can ada Build ing Materials Slip 760 (232) Slip not used for dock ing ves sels.

River front 315 (96) 27 (8.2) For self-unloading ves sels.

Wind sor Har bour Commission Open stor age ar eas of 25 acres (10
ha) for stone, sand and bulk
materials

Lafarge Con struc tion Materials 806 (246) 25 (7.6) 4 (1.2) For self-unloading ves sels. 
Op er ated by lafarge Con struc tion
Materials.

Ad ams Cartage Slip 850 (259) 16 (4.9) Open stor age for 90,720 tonnes,
also cov ered stor age. Not in use in
1995.

River front 150 (45.7) 25 (7.6) 4 (1.2)
Pyr a mid Aggregates 450 (137) 20 (6.1) 3 (0.9) Open stor age area of 150,000 sq ft

(13,935 m2). Not in use in 1995.

Pre mier Con crete Dock Ltd. 1,000 (305) 21 (6.4) 3 (0.9) Used by the own ers for han dling
build ing ag gre gates and bulk 
ce ment into si los. Open stor age 
ar eas of 13.4 acres (5.4 ha)

Ca na dian Pa cific Railway 150 (45.7) 25 (7.6) 4 (1.2) Rail road ferry ter mi nal. Ceased 
op er a tions in May 1994.

Dieppe Park Dock 800 (244) 26 (7.9) 4 (1.2) Owned by the City of Wind sor. Used 
by vis it ing noncommerical ships.
Adminstered by the De part ment of
Parks & Rec re ation.

Ca na dian Na tional Railways 36 (11) 4 (1.2) Rail way ferry ter mi nal Ceased
operations

Ca na dian Salt Co. Ltd

Ojibway Mine

730 (223) 26 (7.9) 7 (2.1) Open stor age area of 300,000 sq ft
(27,900 m2 ).
Road and rail way con nec tions.

ADM Grainco
  Wind sor Grain Terminal

1,278 (389) 27 (8.2) 6 (1.8) An el e va tor with a ca pac ity of
105,000 tonnes of grain han dles
soys beans, corn wheat, or oil
seeds, as well as meal fgrom the
ad ja cent ADM-Agir In dus tries Ltd.
plant. Mod ern con veyor equip ment
for load ing and un load ing. Access to 
ma jor rail ways and high ways.

Mortern Limted. Slip

River front

2,400 (732)

750 (229)

16 to 23 ft
(4.9 to 7 m)

27 (8.2)

Ter mi nal area of 180 acres (73 ha).
Di rect rail way and road con nec tions. 
157.000 sq ft (14,587m2) of cov ered 
stor age. 15 fork-lift trucks, 2 mo bile
cranes. Open stor age area of 50
acres (20 ha).

On tario hy dro
   J. Clark Keith Gen er ating Station 730 (223) 21 (6.4) 3 (0.9) Not in use in 1996.

South west ern Sales West Dock
raiway

1,400 (427) 21 (6.4) 2 (0.6) Open stor age ar eas of 21 acres (8.5 
ha). Road and con nec tions.

Ca na dian Salt Co. Ltd.
    Sand wich Dock 410 (125) 27 (8.2) 4 (1.2) Op er ated by the Van de Hogen

Group for han dling in bound ship -
ments of lum ber.
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la tions.) If weather con di tions pre clude pas sage through the
river, ves sels gen er ally hold up or an chor in Lake Erie if north -
bound or in Lake Hu ron if south bound. Un der stress of weather
ves sels oc ca sion ally an chor on the NW side of the river from 0.6
to 1.5 miles be low Belle Isle.

(187) Towage.–Tugs to 2,200 and 2,000 hp are avail able for De -
troit from Gaelic Tug boat Co. or Great Lakes Towing Co., re -
spec tively. Tugs of the for mer com pany moor in the River Rouge; 
from the lat ter moor about 1.3 miles S of the River Rouge, on W
bank De troit River.

(188) Ar range ments for the Great Lakes Towing Co. tugs are
made through the dis patcher in Cleve land at 800-321-3663 or on
VHF-FM via re mote an tenna. At least 3 hours ad vance no tice is
re quested. The Gaelic Tug boat Co. dis patcher in De troit is
reached at 313-283-2525 or on VHF-FM chan nel 16.

(189) De troit is a cus toms port of en try. 
(190) Quar an tine, cus toms, im mi gra tion, and ag ri cul tural

quar an tine.–(See chap ter 3, Ves sel Ar rival In spec tions, and ap -
pen dix for ad dresses.)

(191) Quar an tine is en forced in ac cor dance with the reg u la -
tions of the U.S. Pub lic Health Ser vice. (See Pub lic Health Ser -
vice, chap ter 1.)

(192) Coast Guard.–A Ma rine Safety Of fice and a Coast
Guard base are at De troit. (See ap pen dix for ad dress.) Belle Isle
Coast Guard Sta tion is on the SE side of Belle Isle.

(193) Wharves.–De troit has nu mer ous deep-draft fa cil i ties
along the De troit River. (For a com plete de scrip tion of the port
fa cil i ties, re fer to Port Se ries No. 45, pub lished and sold by the
U.S. Army Corps of En gi neers. See ap pen dix for ad dress.) The
along side depths given are re ported depths. (For in for ma tion on
the lat est depths, con tact the op er a tors.) Most of the fa cil i ties de -
scribed have rail and high way con nec tions, and some have wa ter
and elec tri cal shore-power con nec tions.

(194) City of De troit, Mistersky Power Sta tion Wharf: 1.4
miles be low Am bas sa dor Bridge; 1,049-foot face; 26 feet along -
side; deck height, 6 feet; pipe lines ex tend to tank stor age, ca pac -

ity 450,000 bar rels; re ceipt of fuel oil; owned by City of De troit
and op er ated by City of De troit, Pub lic Lighting De part ment.

(195) Mo tor City Build ing Ma te rials, Sum mit Street Wharf: 
W side of the river 0.9 mile be low Am bas sa dor Bridge; 480-foot
face; 26 feet along side; deck height, 6 feet; 5 acres open stor age;
oc ca sional re ceipt of non-ferrous metal in gots and lum ber;
owned by De troit Eco nomic De vel op ment Corp. and op er ated by 
Mo tor City Build ing Ma te rials Inc.

(196) De troit Ma rine Ter mi nals, Scotten Street Wharf:  0.5
mile be low Am bas sa dor Bridge; 2,130 feet of berth ing space; 29
feet along side; deck height, 6 feet; 116,600 square feet cov ered
stor age; 22 acres open stor age; four crawler cranes to 200 tons;
re ceipt and ship ment of containerized and con ven tional gen eral
cargo and steel; ship ment of mis cel la neous dry bulk com mod i -
ties and tal low; owned and op er ated by De troit Ma rine Ter mi -
nals, Inc.

(197) De troit Bulk Stor age, Atwater Wharf:  (42°19'48"N.,
83°01'51"W.); 730 feet of berth ing space; 26 feet along side; deck 
height, 10 feet; 6.2 acres of open stor age; re ceipt of mis cel la -
neous dry bulk com mod i ties, in clud ing salt and ag gre gates;
owned by James Blaine As so ci ates and op er ated by De troit Bulk
Stor age.

(198) Lafarge Corp., De troit Ter mi nal Wharf: (42°19'51"N., 
83°01'44"W.); 1,000 feet of berth ing space; 28 to 30 feet along -
side; deck height, 5 feet; open stor age for 21,000 tons of lime -
stone; pipe lines ex tend to stor age si los with a ca pac ity for 28,000
tons of ce ment; re ceipt of lime stone and bulk ce ment; owned by
Lafarge Corp., Great Lakes Re gion and op er ated by Lafarge
Corp., Great Lakes Re gion and Koenig Fuel & Sup ply Co.

(199) Medusa Ce ment De troit Dock: (42°19'58"N.,
83°01'22"W.); 535 feet of berth ing space; 28 feet along side; deck 
height, 6 feet; ves sels dis charge into re ceiv ing hop per with con -
veyor to stor age si los, ca pac ity 30,000 tons, sys tem op er ates at
1,500 tons per hour; re ceipt of bulk ce ment; owned and op er ated
by Medusa Ce ment Co., Di vi sion of Medusa Corp.

Wind sor Har bour-Major Port Fa cil ities

Name
Wharf length 

Ft (m)
Depth †

ft (m)
El e va tion ††

ft (m ) Re marks

Kennette Con tracting Co. Ltd. 450 (137) 26 (7.9) 5 (1.5) Open stor age area of 21 acres (8.5
ha) for bulk ma te ri als. Road and rail -
way con nec tions. Pri vately owned.
Not in use 1995.

Van de Hogen Ma te rial Handing
Inc.

410 (125) 26 (7.9) 4 (1.2) Ma jor stor age and distributin cen tre
with com plete han dling ca pa bil i ties.
56 acres (22.6 ha) of open stor age;
80,000 sq ft (7,433m2) of cov ered
stor age.

Coco Har bour Terminals 630 (192) 28 (8.5) 4 (1.2) Avail able for re ceiv ing and stor ing
ag gre gate.

Hiram Walker and Sons Ltd. 2,200 (671) 24 (7.3) 6 (1.8) Pri vate wharf re ceiv ing bulk grain
from self-unloading ves sel up to 750
feet (229 m) in length.

Ford Mo tor Com pany of Can ada
Ltd.

1,800 (549) 8 (2.4) Open stor age area 1,800 x 200 feet
(549 x 61 m), bulk ma te ri als in clud -
ing sand from self-unloading ves sels. 
Pri vate dock.

South west ern Sales East Dock 700 (213) 28 (8.5) 3 (0.9) Bulk stor age with a rub ble wall.
Stone and sand dis charged by
self-unloading ves sels only.

     †Depth be low chart datum ††El e va tion above chart da tum.
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(200) De troit Ed i son, Conners Creek Coal Wharf: (42°21'17"N.,
82°57'17"W.); 800 feet of berth ing space; 16 to 21 feet along side; 
deck height, 5 feet; open stor age for 250,000 tons of coal; 4½
acres of open stor age for lime stone; re ceipt of lime stone and han -
dling nav i ga tional aids; owned by De troit Ed i son Co. and op er -
ated by U.S. Coast Guard and Amer i can Ag gre gate Co. Inc.
(201) Sup plies.–Ma rine sup plies and pro vi sions of all types are

avail able at De troit. Wa ter is avail able at many of the wharves.
Num ber 1, 2, and 6 fuel oils are avail able, mostly by barge, but by 
truck at some lo ca tions and by pipe line at the Shell Oil Co. and
Tex aco docks in River Rouge.
(202) Re pairs.–De troit has no fa cil i ties for drydocking

deep-draft ves sels, but me dium-draft ves sels may drydock at the
Nichol son Ter mi nal and Dock Co. Pier, 1.4 miles be low the
mouth of Short Cut Ca nal. De troit Boat Ba sin, Inc., op po site the
N side of Belle Isle, per forms re pairs to plea sure and oc ca sion -
ally small com mer cial craft. A 200-ton ma rine rail way with 7

feet over the keel blocks, a 20-ton ma rine el e va tor, and ma chine,
car pen ter, weld ing, and paint shops are avail able. The larg est
ves sel han dled by the ma rine rail way is 135 feet.
(203) Small-craft fa cil i ties.–De troit has sev eral small-craft fa -

cil i ties, most of which are op po site the head of Belle Isle. Tran -
sient berths, gas o line, die sel fuel, wa ter, ice, elec tric ity, sew age
pump-out fa cil i ties, ma rine sup plies, and a launch ing ramp are
avail able. Hoists to 50 tons and ma rine rail ways to 200 tons are
avail able for hull, en gine, and elec tronic re pairs.
(204) The U.S. Postal Ser vice op er ates a Ma rine Post Of fice at

De troit. A spe cial mail boat de liv ers and re ceives mail from ves -
sels pass ing through the river, usu ally meet ing them at the Am -
bas sa dor Bridge. Ar range ments can be made with 1 hour ad vance 
no tice by con tact ing agent “Westcott” on VHF-FM chan nels 10
or 16.
(205) Com mu ni ca tions.–De troit has ex cel lent rail and high -

way con nec tions. The city has sev eral air ports.


